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July  29,  1952 


Cil^  Desk 

Nowark  Fyenlns  Nows 
Newark,  N.  J. 


Dear  Sir: 


Enclosed  Is  a report  of  an  observation  of  two  objects  (“lights") 
seen  in  the  skj'-  on  the  night  of  July  19-20  over  Lavalette,  N.  J.  Since 
these  lights  were  veiy  similar  to  Viose  reported  over  VJasliington,  D.C., 
the  sane  night,  and  since  they  did  not  resemble  any  aircraft  known  to 


the  observers,  eitlier  in  appearance  or  In  manner  of  motion  and  dis- 
appearance, I am  submitting  a conpiete  description  for  possible  correla- 
tion with  other  similar  reports.  1 have  purposely  delayed  this  report 
since  1 have  no  intention  of  allowing  jiy  name  to  be  associated  in 
"newsprint"  with  the  so-called  "flying  saucer  scare".  Therefore,  wJiile 
I am  giving  my  nane  and  position  below,  I retmest  tliat  they  be  used  only 
for  your  files,  or  be  given  only  to  the  Air  Force  should  you  judge 

4 

this  report  worth  passing  on  to  them. 

The  objects  described  were  ;dtnessed  ty  mj'self  and  a companion. 

We  have  carefully  compared  our  impressions,  and  the  description  given 
consists  of  those  impressions  agreed  upon  by  both. 


A TRUE  COPT: 


Sincerely, 


PETER  B VENABLE 
Major,  USAF 
Asst  Chief  Combat  Intelligence 


Ph.D, 

Professor  of  Chsrnistry 
MHiBBUnivorsity 
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Dasorlption  of  Objeots  Sean  In  Sky  on  July  20,  over 

Lavelatte,  N«  J« 


Tina:  Approx*  12:20  to  12:2$  a.m.,  Sunday,  July  20* 

Place:  Seen  frcn  boardvfalk,  jvist  eaat  of  center  of  Lavaletta,  H.J, 

Deecrlption  of  Objects: 

a*  Two  Movins  Ughts  wc^ra  seen,  each  having  tho  same  api>earance: 
approxlnatoiy  roimd,  and  orans^y.ell.Q\l  in  color  with  dull  red 
altei-natoly  diffusing  ovar"^ nuch  of  the  suriace.  They  seened 
bbout  five  tinea  the  apparent-aiae  of  Venus  or  Jupiter,  but 
only  tvfo  or  Vhrea  tines  as  bright*  * 

b*  The  •’lights”  wore  first  seen  toworcis  the.  soutl^  .iiwt  off-shore, 
about  ig  the  center  of  tho  ’’iullky  way” , at  an  approximate  eleva- 
ti<m-engle  of  .Up.  * They  moved  northward  slowly,  one  behind  the  other 
and  following  nVarly  the  same  path*  They  appeared  to  bo  at  least  ^ to 
4-nile  apart  and  moving  at  less  than  100  n*p«h*  (assuming  thoir  apparont- 
distanco  from’ the  observers  of  five-  to  ten-miles*)*  At  the  point  wliore 
they  passed  almost  due  east  of  the  observers,  they  appeared  to  be  at 
least  gOOQ-ft*  high,  the  approx*  elevation-angle  being  The  second, 

or  trailing,  light  did  not  keep  constant-distance  or  course’  with  the 
leading  object* 

o«  Shortly  after  passing  to  the  cast  of  the  observers,  both  lights 
gradually  began  to  turn  westward  towards  land,  passing  over  the  coast- 
line at  approx*  60®-elevation  north  of  the  observers*  Continuing  to 
circle,  the  lights  passed  to  the  west  at  approx.  50®-elevation,  thon 
around  to  the  south,  re-crossing  the  shore-line  at  about  the  same  angle* 
During  this  first  circling,  both  lights  gg«tw_smaller  and  fainter,  but  more 
yellow  in  color]  the  trailing  one  grew  fainter“’ra6re'  rapidly,  and 
appearod  to  drop  further  beliind  and  to  shift  course  slightly  to  south 
of  the  leading  one*  At  retime  did  any  sounAi  cone  from  the  lights* 

d*  Out  at  sea,  they  continued  circling,  the  radius  of  tuxn  being 
much  Si.ialler,  such  that  the  brighter  leading  object  crossed  the  shore- 
line again  Just  south  of  t'rja  observers,  at  about  an  8pp-elevation*  Doth 
continued  to  grow  much  fainter,  smaller  and  more  silvexy  in  color, 
occasionally  disappearing  anu  reappearing,  as  though  passing  over  high, 
tliin  clouds*  The  second  light  completely  ^sappeared  Just  over  the 
Shorelxno*  The  f5.rst  light  continued  x/estward,  very  faint  like  a small 
star]  it  seemed  many  ra'.les  high,  and  moving  more^rapid^'.  It  finally  dis- 
appeared in  the  west  at  about  a 50^-elevation*  The  total  elapsed  time  from 
first  sighting  to  final  disappearance  was  about  five  or  six  minutes* 
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NOT£t  \Vhen  the  objeots  were  i'lrat  soen^  they  roseubled  night- 
weather-balloons  ( «pibal-balloons»  carrying  canclle-lantora).  Hswever, 
their  i«ddish  color  and  circular  course  mre  not  at  all  like  such  a 
balloon.  Their  motion  gave  the  definite  impression  of  directed  control, 
but  the  complete  silence  of  the  objects  and  their  apparent  rapid 
climbing  to  very  liifX  did  not  resemble  (to  the  observers)  any 

known  plane  or  dlrl^bla. 


A TRUE  com 


Ph.D. 


PETER  B VENABLE 
Major,  USAF 
Asst  Cliief  Combat  Intelligence 


(/.fM  VK  ifLASfCi 


AIR  INTELUGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


SUMMARY:  (SMtr 


Mf»  TMIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INPDNHATION  AFPKTING  TMC  NATIONAt.  OtniNSC  OF  THE  UHITEOSTATES  WITHIN  THE  MCANINO  OF  THE  ESFIONAGC  ACT.  80  U S.C- 
Sl  ANOa  ASAMCNDCO.  ITS  TRANSMISSION  ON  THE  RCVOATION  OF  ITS  CONTENTS  IH  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORUEO  PERSON  IS  PROHIWTCO  BY  UW. 
rr  MAY  NOT  BE  REPROOUCCO  IN  WNOU  ON  IN  PART.  BY  OTHER  TH^  IINITCO  STATES  AIR  FORCE  A0CNCIE5.  EXCEPT  BY  PERMISSION  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF 
iNTOiJMNCE.  usAp.  - 


FICAnM) 


4 


4 


k9  FORM  n2-RART  II 

Amovto  I juNi  nm 


UNCLASSIFIED 


non 

rVMl 


AIR  INTELUGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


RtFOur  Na 


Mt 


'.apart  oT  oJf  Itmterhuriod  JbJaotJl  ia  o4 

I.  .T-,  I'D  ..nhp  m4l  ^ 'V-v.^  4 L 


NOTC:  -n^l#  OOCilNENr  CMTAINS  INfCWMATION  AFFFCTrNQ  THE  NATIONAL  OEf  ENSE  OF  THg  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MFANING  OF  rwr 


!•  0.  HH«n«a  aaficc 


UNCLASSIFu&Ob 


AIR  INTELUGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


MOU:  THIS  DOCUMFJtr  CONTAINS  INFONMATION  AFFCCTINO  THS  NATIONAL  DEFEN!«  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANINO  OF  THE  ESflONAGE  ACT.  W U.  S.  C.- 
}l  AND  3t  AS  AMENDED.  ITS  TNANSMISSION  ON  THE  NEVELATION  OF  ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANT  MANNER  FO  AN  UNAUTHONI/ED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY  LAW. 
IT  MAY  NOT  DC  REPRODUCED  IN  WHOU  ON  IN  PANT,  BY  OTHUATHAN  UlUTCD  STATES  AlfLFORCC  A6Ery|S.  EXCEPT  BY  PERMISSION  OF  THE  DIRECTOROF 
INTELUGCNCC USAF.  I h i ~~iir i I 


0 


I % 


t • 


AF  FORM  Ilf-fART  II 

Amovto  I JUItC  tMT 


UNCLASSIFlEtl 


AIR  INTELUGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


MFI:  THIS  DOCUMCNr  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONM.  C*.FEN'5EOF  THE  UNITFO  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAOK  ACT.  S0US.C.- 
St  AND 3L  AS  AMCNOEO.  ITS  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF  ITS  CQNrF.NTS  INANV  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  |»ROHIN|Tr:o  BY  LAW. 
IT  MAY  NOT  BE  REPRODUCED  W WHOLE  OR  IN  PART.  BY  0TH^IILM>II^EP^SIATP.AIH  FORCE  AGENCIES.  EXCEPT  BY  PERMISSION  Of  THE  DIRECTOR  OF 
INTCLUGENCC.  USAF.  < 


ITS  CQNrF.N 


iCaTICNU 


‘'ft— I.  MttMMarnNtiRi  «#VK« 


